THE  REVOLUTION
delivered from the feudal dues, tithes, tallies, and gabette and now
paid hardly any taxes. Many of them had become the owners of
land, whether in the form of 'national property' or by purchase.
They had profited by the currency crisis to sell their produce for
good money, while paying their rent and debts in depreciated
assignats,
There could be no question of the disordered state of public life
and the finances. But it is impossible to know the exact extent of
the disorder in the various parts of France. Perhaps it was
exaggerated in order to heighten the importance of the work of
reorganization, just as the depravity of private morals under the
Directory has been exaggerated. The scandal caused in Paris by
the luxury, indecency, or extravagance of dress among those newly
enriched by speculation or army contracts never spread to the
life of the provinces. The only member of the Directory who de-
served the reputation for corruption and debauchery generally
attributed to the whole Government was a man of the ancien regime,
Barras, a nobleman and an officer.
The last of the military coups was that carried out by a section
of the Directory, together with one of the two Councils, at the
expense of the other, and by the aid of Bonaparte, a general who
had gained immense popularity by his many victories. It has
continued to be known as the coup d'ttat of the :8th Brumaire
(i799)-
jthe consulate
Those responsible for the coup d'tiat had no idea of destroying
the Republic. All they desired was to strengthen the Government
by reducing the number of its members from five to three and
maintaining republicans in occupation of the high functions of
State by dividing these up among assemblies so constituted as to
reduce the elections to a mere formality. They had appointed
three provisional 'Consuls' - a title borrowed from Roman an-
tiquity, according to the custom of the day - and formed two
commissions charged with the task of framing a constitution. But
one of the Consuls, Bonaparte, upset this plan in such a way as to
obtain the power for himself alone. He was appointed First Consul
and alone invested with the 'executive power9, which gave him
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